DRACULA & VAMPIRES
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Who wrote Dracula?

Dracula was written by Bram Stoker   

What do we know about him?

He was born in Dublin in Ireland on 8 November 1847 and died in London on  20 April 1912. He was a novelist and wrote both novels and short stories.
How did he get the idea for the book?

What inspired him to write the novel was when he ate dinner with a Hungarian professor called Arminius Vambery who was from Budapest. The professor told him stories about a prince called  Vlad III Dracula and when he went to bed that night he had a terrible nightmare full of bats, blood and horrifying happenings. When he woke up in the morning he decided to write a book about his dream.
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Who was Vlad III Dracula?

He was born in Romania. His Romanian surname means ”Son Of Dracul” and comes from his father’s title, Vlad the Dragon. The word ”Dracul” means devil in modern Roamania but when Vlad lived it meant dragon.

Was he a vampire?

No he was not but he was a very cruel person. He was born in Romania in 1431 and died in 1476. At that time the Turks were invading Romania and Count Vlad III Dracula fought against them.  He treated his prisoners very cruelly.
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Why does he have such an evil reputation?
He was an extremely cruel ruler. He sentenced people to be flayed, boiled alive, beheaded, strangled, hung, burnt to death, roasted, chopped in pieces, nailed to walls or trees, buried alive and even forced them  to eat parts of their own bodies.  His favourite punishment was to impale people on wooden stakes.  It is said that he once impaled 20,000 people in one go.

Was he hated by everybody?

He was certainly hated by his enemies. But even though he was cruel he was loved and even respected by many of his subjects.  He defended his country several times against the Turks and while he lived there was very little crime in Romania.   It is said that he once placed a jewelled cup near a well and that it stood there several months because nobody dared steal it.

Another story says that a citizen in Romania  once had 100 gold coins stolen from him. Vlad Dracula found the thief, punished him and returned the 100 gold coins to the victim. But he also added one gold coin so the victim got  back 101 gold coins.  Later when the man counted the money he discovered that he had one coin too many. So he went back to Dracula and returned the extra coin. When Dracula saw him he said ”Well done! I added the coin myself. If you had not done the right thing, I would have punished you like I did the thief.”
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Where did they first start talking about vampires?
Our vampire stories have their roots in south-eastern Europe – Romania, Bulgaria, Serbia, Croatia.  The stories became well known in the 18th century and then spread across the world.

Do vampires in different cultures look the same?

No they don’t. The vampires we know are pale and thin and have long fingers and two fangs with which they bite their victims. In Bavaria vampires slept with their thumbs crossed and one eye open. In Moravia they only attacked when they were naked.  Vampires in Albania wore high-heeled shoes and in Mexico they had a bare skull. Brazilian vampires had furry feet and if they came from the Rocky Mountains they only sucked blood with their noses and from the victim’s ears.

What can a vampire tranform into?

It can change into a bat, a spider, a rat, a dog, or even a moth[image: image5.png]



How did  people protect themselves against vampires?

They used holy objects such as holy water, a crucifix, a rosary or consecrate bread and even garlic.  In some parts of Europe they put mustard seeds on the roofs of houses to keep them away.  Mirrors have also been used when placed facing outwards on a door.  

How did they destroy vampires?

The most common method was to drive a wooden stake through the heart.  In some countries they decapitated the vampire and placed its head between its feet.

Did people really believe in vampires?
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Yes they did. In 1746 the French philosopher Voltaire wrote ” These vampires were corpses, who went out of their graves at night to suck the blood of the living, either at their throats or stomachs, after which they returned to their cemeteries.”

People in villages across Europe dug up the bodies of people they suspected of being vampires and drove stakes through their hearts.

Do people still believe in vampires today?
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Yes they do it seems.

In early 1970 local newspapers reported that a vampire haunted Highgate Cemetery in London. Amateur vampire hunters came in large numbers to the cemetery. 

In Romania in February 2004, several relatives of Toma Petre feared that he had become a vampire. They dug up his corpse, tore out his heart, burned it, and mixed the ashes with water in order to drink it.

In January 2005, rumors circulated that a vampire had bitten a number of people in Birmingham, England, and people became scared that a vampire was roaming the streets. However, local police stated that no such crime had been reported and that the case appears to be an urban legend.
The Mystery of Dracula & Vampires
[image: image3.png]



[image: image8.png]



